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Oxford grows despite Mississippi’s economic decline
Mississippi’s economy slid 
back into recession this past 
year after experiencing positive 
growth in 2009 and 2010. 
The statistics, gathered by the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
found that Mississippi was one 
of only six states whose econo-
mies shrunk in 2011. 
On a local level, Oxford has 
continued its trend of resist-
ing downturns in the greater 
economy, and Max Hipp, 
president and CEO of the 
Lafayette County Chamber of 
Commerce, said Oxford has 
continued to show growth.
“We’re not in the expansion 
mode we were in five years 
ago, but we’re still holding our 
own and doing better than the 
previous couple years,” Hipp 
said. “I think we’re doing very 
well as a whole.”
Scott Waller, Senior Vice-
President of Public Affairs 
for the Mississippi Economic 
Council, said it can be mislead-
ing to look at a single year of 
statistical data.
“Over the past 10 years, 
(Mississippi has) only had one 
other year where we had any 
negative growth,” Waller said. 
“Overall, you saw less growth 
if you looked at the nation as a 
whole. But if you go back and 
look at how we’ve done over 
the long-term, I think you’ll 
see that Mississippi has fared 
well.”
Multiple industries are re-
sponsible for the modest growth 
seen in other states around the 
country. Of those, three play a 
Mississippi is set to execute 
more inmates in 2012 than 
it has since the 1950s, when 
the death penalty was given 
for a much wider range of of-
fenses.
The state has executed five 
inmates so far this year, with 
one execution impending in 
June. Currently, 51 inmates 
are on death row in the state, 
according to MDOC, and all 
51 of these cases are in litiga-
tion.
“The catalyst for this year’s 
increase in executions is the 
fact that many inmate’s ave-
nues of appeal have run out,” 
said Phillip Broadhead, Uni-
versity of Mississippi clinical 
professor of law. 
He attributes the record 
number of executions to a 
natural overlap in the appeals 
process created by litigation 
in the late 1990s, which was 
designed to speed up the 
post-conviction process. 
Broadhead pointed to the 
“Anti-Terrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act of 1996.” 
The bill, signed into law by 
President Bill Clinton in the 
wake of the Oklahoma City 
bombings, expedited the fed-
eral appellate process by im-
posing a statute of limitations 
on certain types of appeals. 
The act effectively prevented 
appellants from filing multi-
ple appeals related to habeas 
corpus in sequence, instead 
requiring them to file com-
plaints in a single motion. 
Appeals surged in the 
short-term due to deadlines 
imposed by the act. Broad-
head said the appeals pro-
cess for many of the cases 
filed shortly after the act was 
signed have recently run 
their course. 
Broadhead also said the ex-
ecutions taking place yearly 
represent a “relatively small 
portion of death row in-
mates,” and that overcrowd-
ing on death row remains a 
huge issue nationally.
Mississippi Attorney Gen-
eral Jim Hood agreed that 
the increase is a natural by-
product of the appellate pro-
cess. He said the cases have 
simply come to the end of 
litigation. 
Hood also pointed to 
changes made to the appeals 
process at the state level, 
stating that the creation of 
the Mississippi Office of 
Post-Conviction Counsel has 
expedited the appellate pro-
cess by eliminating the need 
Mississippi faces record year in executions
BY ADAM FLAHERTY 
gaflaher@olemiss.edu
Delays in appeals are causing more inmates to be executed in the state since the 1950s. Currently, 51 inmates are on death row in Mississippi.
Even while Mississippi’s economy has seen some decline in recent years, Oxford has continued to grow on a local level.
BY LEE HARRIS 
ltharris11@gmail.com
See eXecutions, PAGE 5
See economy, PAGE 5
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While drinking my coffee 
and reading the usual morning 
fare, I happened upon an arti-
cle in the Washington Post that 
intrigued me: Summer myths, 
such as one shouldn’t swim 
for 30 minutes after eating, are 
bunk. How can it be bunk? I’ve 
heard that my whole life. 
The article went on to point 
out that despite the home-
spun truth that’s been around 
for generations, there are no 
documented cases of drown-
ing or near drowning attributed 
to eating. In fact, according to 
Washington nutritionist Rebec-
ca Scritchfield, it’s unlikely that 
a food-related cramp would 
disable you.
Okay, fine. But my mom al-
ways made me wait 30 minutes 
before swimming after I ate. 
And food-expert-lady included 
one word in her statement that 
worried me: Unlikely. If it’s 
only “unlikely,” then there is 
a minute possibility of “likely,” 
so my Mom’s advice still seems 
more relevant.
Especially since I’ve lis-
tened to it my whole life and 
haven’t drowned yet due to a 
hamburger or a hot dog. Well, 
thankfully, not due to anything, 
but that’s beside the point. Ex-
pert-0, Mom-1.
Another “myth” on the list 
was: You can’t catch poison ivy 
from someone who has it. Ac-
cording to the article, no mat-
ter how icky and oozy a poison 
ivy rash looks, the rash itself 
is not contagious. Pediatrician 
Rachel C. Vreeman, the expert 
used for most of the debunking, 
went on to add that it’s the oil 
from the poison ivy plant that 
is contagious, not the reaction 
to it. 
Uh-huh. You can’t tell me that 
when my best friend in seventh 
grade had poison ivy all over 
her hand and arm, it wasn’t 
contagious. My Mom said, 
“Touch it, and I’ll ground you 
for life.” So my best friend and 
I weren’t allowed to hang out 
for at least a week and a half, 
until she was completely over 
it. And, I might add, I didn’t 
contract poison ivy. Expert-0, 
Mom-2.
If a jellyfish stings you, urinate 
on the wound. I’m going to ad-
mit right here and now, I’ve 
never heard of this one before. 
Not only haven’t I heard of it, I 
can’t figure out how I would do 
it. I grew up on the Gulf Coast 
and we had plenty of jellyfish 
in the ocean there, but I can’t 
remember anyone, even my 
Mother, saying this. Trying to 
mentally and visually enact this 
homespun truth boggles my 
mind. But if your Mom ever 
told you this, according to the 
article, urinating on the wound 
can make it worse. So, maybe 
clarify that one with her before 
you attempt any contortionist 
moves. Expert-1, Mom-2.
Now, I’m not saying in all this 
that my Mom is and was always 
right. What I am saying is that 
when you look at my score, 
Mom is leading the Expert by 
one. 
Most times scientific experts 
are great, but sometimes good-
old-fashioned homespun truths 
are worth keeping around, if for 
no other reason than nostalgia. 
Debunking can be debilitating.
Geez, I read that whole article 
in dim light. Hope I didn’t ruin 
my eyes.
Angela Rogalski is a print jour-
nalism senior who lives in Abbev-
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Your mom called them truths, experts call them bunk
We’re not special
BY ANGELA ROGALSKI 
abbeangela@gmail.com
Last week, the internet com-
munity was abuzz with the 
sound bites of a speech deliv-
ered to an unsuspecting crowd 
of graduation attendees.
While over an estimated 
37,000 high school commence-
ment ceremonies are expected 
to take place this year, it was 
obvious that this one Massachu-
setts English teacher must have 
done something quite remark-
able to distinguish his speech 
from the rest and to gain nation-
wide attention.
Whereas most speakers 
would choose to highlight the 
outstanding achievements of 
the graduating class, doting on 
a few exceptional students and 
dropping the name of a few 
Ivy League schools that had 
accepted their students, David 
McCullough did something 
rather… unconventional.
He told the students that they 
were nothing special.
When I first saw the article 
with a link to his speech posted 
on my friend’s Facebook wall 
with the headline: “Commence-
ment speaker blasts students”, 
I was expecting to find some 
sensationalized tale of a speech-
maker-gone-crazy. I could see 
the scene clearly: the under-
paid, over-stressed teacher snap-
ping at the podium, screaming 
at students, cursing at principles 
and district officials, perhaps 
even flipping a chair or two as 
the rent-a-cops forcibly remove 
him from the stage.
Perhaps that was a bit dra-
matic of an interpretation to 
get from a four-word title, but it 
was honestly the first thing that 
came to mind. Of course, David 
McCullough did nothing of the 
sort. Instead, he drew attention 
to a phenomena that I think we 
are afraid to discuss today:
“You see, if everyone is spe-
cial, then no one is,” He said. 
“If everyone gets a trophy, tro-
phies become meaningless. In 
our unspoken but not so subtle 
Darwinian competition with 
one another--which springs, I 
think, from our fear of our own 
insignificance, a subset of our 
dread of mortality--we have of 
late, we Americans, to our det-
riment, come to love accolades 
more than genuine achieve-
ment.”
And at the university level, 
we are not immune from this 
phenomena. 
It seems that everywhere you 
turn, there is a new honors soci-
ety to join, another application 
to turn in. More padding to add 
to your resume. 
It seems that many of us get 
so caught up in the race to be 
the best that we overextend 
ourselves to the point that our 
efforts no longer matter. Or 
we find ourselves with empty 
awards and meaningless to-
kens.
But if this is what we are do-
ing…at the end of the day, what 
have we really accomplished? 
Nothing.
As McCullough emphasizes 
again and again in his speech, 
if we only seek to accomplish 
goals for our own gain and our 
own glory, without any heart or 
drive, then our effort is mean-
ingless.
He says, “you too will discov-
er the great and curious truth of 
the human experience is that 
selflessness is the best thing you 
can do for yourself. The sweet-
est joys of life, then, come only 
with the recognition that you’re 
not special…Because everyone 
is.”
So instead of choosing an or-
ganization, an honors society, 
a major or a career because it 
sounds impressive, because it 
will bring you prestige or recog-
nition, do it because you care.
Which brings me to my favor-
ite line of his entire speech: “Do 
whatever you do for no reason 
other than you love it and be-
lieve in its importance.”
I think that far too few of us 
have made this a goal in life. 
This English teacher from Mas-
sachusetts is right: we’re not 
special, precisely because each 
and every one of us is.
Lexi Thoman is a senior interna-
tional studies and Spanish double-




I’m going to be radical for 
a few seconds and say that I 
believe teens should have to 
work. I’m going to draw up 
a hypothetical program that I 
believe will benefit teens, busi-
nesses and the state. I’m going 
to call it Teen’s Out Working 
(TOW).
Now, TOW is pretty simple 
in theory and not much more 
difficult in practice. 
First, a teen in a public 
school in Mississippi will be 
required to work a minimum 
of 150 hours a year from tenth 
through twelfth grade. This 
comes out to 10 hours a week 
for 15 weeks, which is roughly 
the length of a semester or 
summer. Over the summer, if 
the student has time available, 
he or she can work up to 20 
hours a week.
Second, the employer would 
have to be approved by the 
school and be within the local 
school district’s jurisdiction. 
Potential approved employ-
ers include but are not limited 
to food service, lawn care or 
related, auto mechanic and 
maintenance, and professional 
occupations. A student good 
with his hands can choose to 
work in an auto repair shop. 
Another student interested in 
law can choose to work for a 
local law firm. The students 
would go through a normal 
hiring process, and the em-
ployer will decide which 
student(s) will work for the 
employer.
Third, the employer would 
be responsible for 70 percent 
of the students’ wages equal 
to minimum wage laws. The 
state would be responsible for 
the other 30 percent. Howev-
er, local school districts have 
the option of contributing in 
order to lower the employer’s 
obligation. Thus, at $7.25 an 
hour, the employer would be 
responsible for $5.08 an hour, 
while the state would be re-
sponsible for $2.17 an hour. 
If a student works more than 
150 hours in a year, whether 
for one or multiple employees, 
then the employer is responsi-
ble for the full minimum wage 
for every hour beyond 150.
Fourth, students will receive 
an evaluation from a supervi-
sor that will be entered into 
the student’s official records 
and can be used when apply-
ing for college or other jobs. 
Thus, students participating 
in TOW will finish with much 
more than a single line on a 
résumé.
What are the benefits of 
TOW one might ask? For start-
ers, it provides students with 
guaranteed workforce experi-
ence regardless of the individ-
ual’s chosen jobs. That experi-
ence is valuable, especially if 
it is received at a crucial time 
like high school. Secondly, it 
gives employers the opportu-
nity to employ a student or 
students below the burden of 
minimum wage increasing the 
demand for student workers. 
Finally, it provides an incen-
tive-based system far better 
than any welfare program. 
Students are receiving ben-
efits for working rather than 
just meeting qualifications.
I have worked on lawn 
crews, in fast food restaurants 
and in office settings, and the 
experiences from each have 
taught me a lot about the kind 
of person, worker and em-
ployee that I am and can be. 
It has taught me the quality of 
life and pride that comes from 
working hard and truly earn-
ing a paycheck. So, what do 
you say? Would you support 
getting Teens Out Working?
Trenton Winford is a public 
policy leadership junior from 
Madison.
opinion
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Show support for foreign aid
Teen work programs’ benefits outweigh welfare
BY TRENTON WINFORD
tgwinford@bellsouth.net
During weakened economic 
times, policymakers in Wash-
ington, D.C., are constantly 
considering budget cuts. 
Foreign aid is one of the most 
scrutinized areas of the federal 
budget, and it also plays an 
important role in this election 
year. Foreign aid is a complicat-
ed policy with many different 
factors playing into it; there is 
no single unified party in total 
support of foreign aid and vice 
versa. Policymakers hold many 
different opinions on foreign 
aid and its importance.
Foreign aid is an extremely 
advantageous policy tool. Of 
course America should help 
other countries when they are 
in need, but foreign aid can also 
be used to push our own agenda 
around the world. Policymak-
ers use foreign aid as a way to 
increase national security, cre-
ate alliances among countries 
and even keep certain leaders 
in or out of power. While for-
eign aid can protect the interests 
of our own people, it can also 
protect the interests of citizens 
abroad. Foreign aid can lead to 
healthcare initiatives that eradi-
cate disease; increased educa-
tion opportunities for minority 
groups and those in poverty; it 
can put food on the table of a 
starving home; foreign aid can 
build roads and bridges so that 
people can more easily access 
healthcare and business.
Critics argue that more funds 
should be spent in this country 
instead of in the international 
community. I must disagree 
with this assertion. 
America has relied on the 
help of other nations in the 
past; we should be willing to 
help other countries in the pres-
ent. Foreign aid includes a very 
small portion of the federal 
budget compared to such mon-
strous areas of spending as the 
defense budget. In fact, foreign 
aid is important to defense, so 
we should be willing to spend 
more money in this area.
Foreign aid is a useful tool, 
and it is a humanitarian effort to 
make our world a better place. 
However, the effectiveness of 
foreign aid is also in question. 
Critics have argued that aid 
does not fix problems but in-
stead only makes them worse. 
Furthermore, critics argue that 
foreign aid does not lead to 
long-term successes. I would 
disagree with these critics. 
If administered correctly, and 
with careful oversight, foreign 
aid can lead to immense suc-
cesses. Our government must 
work to make foreign aid more 
effective and make recipient 
countries more accountable.  
Lastly, I would argue that as a 
country, we have a moral duty 
to continue aiding other coun-
tries. America hosts the biggest 
economy in the world; we have 
the ability to assist developing 
countries. If it is in our power to 
help one country without hurt-
ing ourselves, we have a moral 
obligation to help. And if that 
aid is likely to be successful, we 
are even more obligated to as-
sist. 
While our motives should 
be pure (helping someone be-
cause they just need help), it 
is acceptable for the govern-
ment to have alternative mo-
tives for providing foreign aid. 
These alternative motives are 
only acceptable if they do not 
cause harm to others, and in 
fact, maximize the good conse-
quences. Foreign aid is a moral 
issue, and we have a moral ob-
ligation to continue helping de-
veloping nations and nations in 
need.
There are many complexi-
ties and complications associ-
ated with foreign aid, but there 
are also many positive conse-
quences that it brings about. 
Foreign aid is able to help other 
countries and people, fulfill the 
national interests of America 
and fulfill America’s moral ob-
ligation to the world. 
All in all, foreign aid should 
be continued, and more Amer-
icans should accept foreign aid 
as a positive policy. Congres-
sional leaders should continue 
to fight for increases in foreign 
aid. I would also like to see a 
greater discussion between 
President Barack Obama and 
Mitt Romney that includes 
their opinions of foreign aid. 
This is an extremely important 
policy, and we should certainly 
understand the opinions of our 
leaders before the November 
election.
Adam Blackwell is a public pol-
icy leadership junior from Natchez. 
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Call her what you want 
– artist, professor, mother, 
wedding cake-maker, con-
versationalist – the list goes 
on and on; yet one thing re-
mains certain: Ole Miss fac-
ulty member and Oxonian 
Cory Lewis is not a woman 
who likes to sit still.
“Change is the one thing 
we can all count on in life,” 
she said. “Whether we go 
with it or not is our deci-
sion.”
And go with it she has. 
Lewis, a Louisville, Ky., na-
tive, has lived in New York, 
California, Italy and Key 
West and has been in and 
out of Oxford since 1980. 
In the ‘60s, she travelled the 
country in a psychedelic-
painted Volkswagen bus and 
met Jimi Hendrix.
“It was an epic time – rev-
olution on all fronts,” Lewis 
said. “We did not know the 
meaning of ‘you can’t do 
that.’”
Apparently, that attitude 
stuck with her. In 1997, she 
stopped working as a profes-
sional sculptor and moved 
from Oxford to New York 
City to study the culinary 
arts.
“My first day as a culinary 
student (at the Institute for 
Culinary Education in New 
York) was my 50th birthday,” 
Lewis said. “It was kind of 
this cosmic thing, like a cre-
scendo of multiple forces. It 
was huge for me. I had gone 
from living in a small town 
to one of the largest cities in 
the world.
“I never thought I’d be 
recreating myself at that age, 
but there I was, sort of like 
Madonna,” she said with a 
laugh.
Lewis came back to Ox-
ford in 2003 and started 
teaching as an adjunct pro-
fessor for The University 
of Mississippi’s Art Depart-
ment and eventually opened 
her own business, Cakes by 
Cory. As a teacher, she said 
she expects her students to 
gain an understanding of 
themselves, as well as the 
subject.
“I want my students to 
learn to not be afraid. Ques-
tion yourself. Take risks. 
Own your own voice and 
creativity,” Lewis said. “For 
many students, this is the 
first time in their lives where 
they can ask themselves who 
they want to be. They are no 
longer living at home with 
their parents. It can feel both 
liberating and frightening.”
Her advice to anyone in-
terested in following a cre-
ative passion is simple.
“All I can say is, dive on 
in,” she said. “The water is 
fine, for the most part.”
One person who can attest 
to this is Anne-Marie Varnell, 
Ole Miss graduate in busi-
ness marketing and owner of 
Cicada For Her and Cicada 
For Him on South Lamar 
Boulevard. Lewis counts 
Varnell as a close friend and 
creative inspiration.
“One of the attractions be-
tween Anne-Marie and me is 
her strong eye for fashion,” 
Lewis said. “She does out-
side of the classroom what I 
do in it. She has inspired my 
work greatly.”
The two women said they 
have known each other for 
years. Lewis’ son, Josh, was 
friends with Varnell at Ole 
Miss, and her daughter, Ka-
tie, worked at Cicada while 
she was in high school. 
When Varnell married local 
artist Bradley Gordon, Lewis 
made their wedding cake.
“I have never seen anyone 
else who has such a talent 
and great understanding of 
fashion and design,” Varnell 
said of Lewis. “I can not be-
lieve the cakes that she can 
create out of sugar and flour. 
I have seen her make a bar-
becue grill with corn and 
shrimp on it, a towering sky-
scraper a groom designed 
and built in Dubai and, of 
course, all the bridal cakes.”
These cakes often take up 
to six weeks to make and 
may include hundreds of 
edible flowers that Lewis 
makes by hand. In the wed-
ding industry, cake-makers 
like Lewis are known by one 
name: “Sugar Divas,” people 
who dedicate huge amounts 
of time to the craft and pro-
duce one-of-a-kind works of 
edible art.
“It’s hard work,” Lewis 
said. “The cakes weigh a 
ton, not to mention you are 
completely responsible for 
interpreting someone else’s 
vision.”
Those who know her said 
Lewis’ personality is just as 
big as her cakes.
“Cory is the Zsa Zsa Gabor 
of Oxford,” said friend and 
fellow Oxonian Ron Sha-
piro, who used to own one 
of Lewis’ favorite local hang-
outs, The Hoka. “There’s 
nothing phony about her. 
We grew up with the idea 
that if you believed in the 
‘60s, you never got out of 
it. She’s got that flair about 
her. She’s like a piece of art 
herself.”
While Lewis’ interests have 
developed and changed over 
the years, she said there is 
still one common denomi-
nator she can not ignore: 
Oxford.
“This town will always be 
the place I come back to,” 
Lewis said. “This is the last 
chapter of my life here.”
She may want to be careful 
making such a statement. If 
the past serves as any indi-
cator, the life of Cory Lewis 
has hidden chapters around 
every corner.
“Well, I have been thinking 
about spending some time in 
a third-world country,” she 
said. “South America actu-
ally sounds really interesting 
right now.”
From sculptor to teacher to sugar diva
Cory Lewis, adjunct professor of art at Ole Miss and sugar diva of Oxford, talks life, adventure and business
BY EVERETT BEXLEY
elbexley@olemiss.edu
PHOTOS COURTESY CORY LEWIS
“I want my students 
to learn to not be 
afraid. Question 
yourself. Take risks. 
Own your own voice 
and creativity. For 
many students, this is 
the first time in their 
lives where they can 
ask themselves who 
they want to be. 
They are no longer 
living at home with 
their parents. It can 
feel both liberating 
and frightening.”
–– Cory Lewis
PHILLIP WALLER | The Daily Mississippian
A camera crew was on campus Tuesday afternoon filming sophomore cheerleader, orientation leader and computer science 
major Tyler Jackson for a commercial set to air this fall during the SEC football season.
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for the convicted to rely on 
volunteer counsel. 
Hood emphasized that the 
number of executions that 
take place in a given year is 
entirely dependent on the 
court system. 
“There is no way to predict 
the number of executions in 
any given year,” he said. 
“The number will not neces-
sarily increase and may de-
crease. This is all dependent 
on when the various courts 
decide the cases. The state 
cannot even request an ex-
ecution date be set until the 
first full round of litigation 
has come to an end.”
Hood discussed the sen-
tencing process for death 
penalty cases. 
“The law dictates which 
crimes are punishable by 
death,” Hood said. 
Mississippi state law al-
lows the death penalty to be 
imposed for capital murder 
and aircraft piracy, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. Currently, no one 
on death row was convicted 
of the latter crime. Capital 
murder is defined by state 
law as a murder committed 
in the process of committing 
another felony. Prosecutors 
then have the discretion to 
seek the death penalty or 
not. 
The attorney general not-
ed that during his time as a 
district attorney, given the 
permission of the victims’ 
families, he always offered 
the defendant the opportu-
nity to plead guilty and re-
ceive a life imprisonment 
without the possibility of 
parole. 
Hood said the appellate 
process adequately ensures 
a fair evaluation to all in-
mates.
“These cases are reviewed 
and reviewed by every level 
of court, both state and fed-
eral, many times,” he said. 
Hood estimated that it 
takes “about 10 to 15 years” 
after a conviction for an in-
mate to be executed. The 
Attorney General’s office 
“takes over at the direct ap-
peal stage” and is currently 
handling all 51 cases in liti-
gation.
Caleb Carrothers of 
Lafayette County, who was 
convicted of the murders of 
Frank and Taylor Clark and 
the aggravated assault of 
Tonya Clark and sentenced 
to death in 2011, is current-
ly on death row at the Mis-
sissippi State Penitentiary 
while his case goes through 
the first stages of the appel-
late process. 
According to the Lafayette 
County Circuit Clerk’s Of-
fice, he is the only Oxford 
resident currently on death 
row. Due to his inability to 
afford counsel, Carrothers is 
represented by an attorney 
appointed by the court, but, 
according to his file, he has 
submitted several motions 
pro se, on his own behalf.
The Mississippi inmates 
who have been executed 
include Edwin Hart Turn-
er, Larry Matthew Puckett, 
William J. Mitchell, Henry 
Curtis Jackson and Jan Mi-
chael Brawner, according to 
the death penalty informa-
tion center. 
Puckett and Mitchell were 
each convicted of one case 
of capital murder. Turner 
was convicted of two cases 
of capital murder. Jackson 
and Brawner were each con-
victed of four cases of capital 
murder. Gary Carl Simmons 
Jr. is schedule for execution 
on June 20 for capital mur-
der. Both Brawner and Jack-
son were executed this past 
week.
EXECUTIONS, 
continued from page 1
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The Mississippi Department of Transportation Urban Youth Corps Program of Oxford planted trees on the trail near John Leslie 
Park.
A local program is trying to 
erase pocketbook pain for stu-
dents this summer. 
The Mississippi Department 
of Transportation Urban Youth 
Corps Program, which has giv-
en 20 high school and college 
students jobs so far, is designed 
to help beautify the community 
with transportation-related proj-
ects while teaching students the 
value of work and other skills. 
“This program is beneficial 
and fun for each member,” 
Ashley McCullen, criminal jus-
tice senior and co-supervisor of 
the program, said. “They work 
so hard and always complete 
more than what is expected of 
them.”
The program, which began 
on May 21, lasts 10 weeks dur-
ing the summer and will end on 
July 27. Members are paid $7.25 
an hour, must be between the 
ages of 16 and 25 and must be 
enrolled in high school or col-
lege. 
The students work outside 
from 8 a.m. to noon on Mon-
day through Friday. On Fri-
days, however, students also 
participate in a two-hour life 
skills training session that teach-
es everyday necessities, ranging 
from balancing a checkbook to 
developing a good résumé for 
future employment. 
“The life skills aspect of the 
program is very beneficial,” Mc-
Cullen said. “It’s great to see the 
students learning important life 
skills that many people aren’t 
usually taught.”
So far, the students have plant-
ed several trees and other plants 
alongside roads and bus stops in 
Oxford, but their largest project 
was planting trees behind the 
tennis center along the old rail-
road track. 
The Federal Transporta-
tion Enhancement funds from 
MDOT provides 80 percent of 
the program’s funding, and the 
other 20 percent is provided by 
the city of Oxford, according to 
the program’s application.
The demand for the program 
was great, even in its first year 
of existence in Oxford. 45 stu-
dents applied for the program 
and only 25 were accepted. 
Job availability for Americans 
has greatly declined in the past 
ten years, even more so for stu-
dents. 
“Because of my age, it is very 
hard to find a job for the sum-
mer,” Justin Woods, 18-year-old 
program member and recent 
Oxford High School graduate, 
said. “Getting into this program 
has allowed me to get active in 
the community.” 
The University of Mississippi 
has a list of student jobs avail-
able on its Human Resources 
website. The city of Oxford also 
has a section on its website de-
voted to job hunters, as well, but 
not specifically for students. 
“I applied to many different 
places, and I was excited to 
get this job,” Jackie Chatman, 
19-year-old program member 
and Northwest Community 
College nursing major, said. 
The work enforced by the 
program benefits both the stu-
dents involved and Oxford.
“This program is about the 
beautification of a community,” 
Michael Barnett, political sci-
ence senior and co-supervisor, 
said. “These students have 
done some great work for Ox-
ford, and they deserve a lot of 
credit.”
ECONOMY, 
continued from page 1
significant role in Mississippi’s 
economy: information services, 
professional services and man-
ufacturing. Both information 
and professional services have 
continued to slow through the 
first four months of 2012.
Manufacturing has been de-
clining in Mississippi over the 
last decade. However, data col-
lected by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics shows that manufac-
turing has been climbing steadi-
ly since reaching a 10-year low 
this past August.
“Mississippi has shifted from 
a low-skill, low-cost state to 
more a middle-skill economy,” 
Waller said. “We’ve seen this 
happen with a lot of the manu-
facturers. This kind of started 
10 years ago with Nissan and is 
now continuing with Toyota.”
To continue this trend, Ed Si-
vak, director of the Mississippi 
Economic Policy Center, said 
Mississippi needs to increase its 
investment in education to en-
sure the state can meet the de-
mand for trained employees to 
perform these more advanced 
jobs.
“Our chronic under-invest-
ment in education has placed 
the state at a competitive disad-
vantage,” Sivak said. ”If we’re 
going to grow a 21st-century 
workforce, it’s critical that we 
make the investments in edu-
cation at all levels so that we’ve 
got people who can compete in 
the world.”
A study by Georgetown Uni-
versity supports this need. Ac-
cording to the study, nearly 60 
percent of all jobs in Mississippi 
will require post-secondary ed-
ucation by the year 2018. An-
other study suggests that Mis-
sissippi may already be making 
strides in the area of educa-
tion. Compared to 4th-graders 
across the country, Mississippi 
4th-graders’ reading scores 
have grown at the fastest rate. 
Despite some positive indi-
cators, Sivak said he still sees 
a long road for Mississippi’s 
economy. He pointed out that 
Mississippi still has the same 
amount of jobs it had in 1996 
and 68,000 less than when the 
recession began in 2007. He 
also cited research suggesting 
that Mississippi has a high con-
centration of slower-growth in-
dustries. 
Waller, however, is more op-
timistic.
“There’s been a tremendous 
amount of growth and tremen-
dous amount of investment in 
the state,” Waller said. “I think 
that has positioned us for mov-
ing forward to have sustained 
growth over a long period of 
time.”
Local program provides summer jobs for students
Urban Youth Corps is offering young adults the opportunity to earn some money while making 
an impact on the community. 
BY ADAM GANUCHEAU 
aganucheau24@gmail.com
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Garfield By Jim davis
The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy
NoN sequiTur By Wiley
dilBerT By scoTT adams
dooNesBury By Garry Trudeau
Want more puzzles?  








How well do you know your university? The DM will 
be publishing close-ups of the university to test your 
knowledge. The answer to today’s photo will appear 
with the next photo challenge.
Calling all Rebels!
Prior photo challenge answer is 
the fountain in the center of the 
Quad – west of the library, east 
of Paris-Yates Chapel, north of 





Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
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The Reds currently sit at 
38-28, 3.5 games up on the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, and Co-
zart’s ability to fit right into 
the lineup has been a key part 
of the Reds’ early success. 
At Ole Miss, Cozart was a 
second-team All-American 
at shortstop as a sophomore, 
and a two-time member of 
the All-SEC team. He was 
also named to the All-Fresh-
men team in his first season 
for the Rebels.
sports
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, 
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
Additional Features 
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word
To place your ad online: 
www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds
The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to offer 




The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in 
advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday 
when school is in session except during the summer session which is Tuesday 
through Thursday. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted.
COZART
continued from page 8
COURTESY OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION DESK
Reds starting shortstop Zach Cozart, who played with the Rebels from 2005 to 
2007, is batting .264 and has an on-base percentage of .308.
After leading the Ole Miss 
women’s tennis team to the 
most wins in more than a 
decade and a top 25 final na-
tional ranking for the third 
time in four years, Rebel 
head coach Mark Beyers has 
agreed to terms for a new 
four-year contract.
Beyers coached the Reb-
els to their fourth straight 
NCAA appearance this past 
year and a final national 
ranking of No. 18. The Reb-
els (18-9) hosted the NCAA 
first and second rounds for 
the first time since 1999 and 
finished among the top four 
in the overall SEC standings 
for the second time in three 
years. The 18 wins are the 
most since the 1999 team 
posted 21. The Rebels also 
advanced to the National 
Team Indoor Final 16 for the 
first time since 2000.    
“Our women’s tennis pro-
gram is a perennial NCAA 
and top-25 team with Coach 
Beyers at the helm,” Execu-
tive Associate Athletics Di-
rector Lynnette Johnson said. 
“We continue to compete for 
championships and gradu-
ate our student-athletes. The 
future is very bright for this 
program under Mark’s guid-
ance.”
The two-time ITA South-
ern Region Coach of the 
year said he was very thank-
ful for the new contract.
“I would like to thank Ross 
Bjork and Lynnette John-
son for their confidence 
in me,” Beyers said. “I am 
very honored to remain the 
head coach at Ole Miss and 
look forward to continuing 
our quest to bring SEC and 
national championships to 
Oxford. With our upgraded 
facility and new athletics 
leadership, there is no place 
I would rather be coach-
ing than right here at Ole 
Miss.”
In addition to an 8-3 record 
in the SEC to finish fourth 
overall, the Rebels reached 
the SEC Tournament semifi-
nals for the third time in four 
years.    
Kristi Boxx and Abby 
Guthrie earned All-America 
honors bringing the total 
in the program to 10. Boxx 
became the second Rebel 
player to earn All-SEC first 
team honors all four years, 
as well as the second player 
in program history to record 
200 combined wins in sin-
gles and doubles.  Boxx was 
joined on the All-SEC team 
by Caroline-Rohde Moe, 
Guthrie and freshman Erin 
Stephens. Julia Jones made 
the All-Freshman Team 
along with Stephens.
Since taking over the pro-
gram in 2002, Beyers has 
coached five players to All-
America honors and 14 play-
ers to All-SEC honors.
In addition to on-court suc-
cess, Beyers’ teams have been 
among the best in the nation 
academically. The Rebels 
have also earned the ITA 
All-Academic Team Award 
15 consecutive years. Senior 
Gabby Rangel was a finalist 
for the SEC Boyd McWhort-
er Scholar-Athlete Postgrad-
uate Scholarship and earned 
a prestigious Taylor Medal 
(highest academic honor at 
university level). Both Ran-
gel and Boxx graduated this 
past May, and Rangel gradu-
ated with highest honors.
The Rebels return five of 
the top seven from this year’s 
team, including All-SEC 
performers Rohde-Moe, Ste-
phens and Jones, in addition 
to sophomore Vivian Vlaar 
and freshman Iris Verboven. 
Also returning is Paige Keat-
ing. The team will add Rus-
sian native Santa Shumilina, 
who joined the Rebels in 
January and will be eligible 
to play in 2013, and Swedish 
standout Marija Milutinovic, 
who signed this spring and 
will arrive in the fall. 
O L E  M I S S  S P O R T S  I N F O R M A T I O N  D E S K
Beyers agrees to new contract
FILE PHOTO (CAIN MADDEN) | The Daily Mississippian
Women’s head tennis coach Mark Beyers talks strategy with sophomore Caroline 
Rohde-Moe. Beyers recently agreed to a new contract.
Throughout this past sea-
son, the biggest knock on the 
team was their perceived softer 
schedule, Skou said. The sched-
ule has not been made official, 
but the Rebels plan to challenge 
themselves more this year with 
potential games in Michigan. 
Ole Miss was able to beat 
ranked teams in Arkansas, 
Vanderbilt and Florida. They 
also beat Division II Louisville 
twice and Mississippi State 
twice by a combined score of 
17-3. 
The program still has room 
to improve though. Ole Miss 
lost to Alabama, the SEC Tour-
nament champions, twice and 
have never beaten the Crim-
son Tide in program history. 
The Rebels also lost their only 
regional game, and were upset 
in the first round of the SEC 
Tournament by Georgia.  
Skou said she wants to get a 
rink in Oxford for the team to 
play home games and grow a 
bit more. This would cut trav-
eling costs for home games, 
which would allow the team to 
earn more money. The team 
currently rides a bus to Olive 
Branch for their home games. 
Skou also said she believes the 
support among students and lo-
cals would grow rapidly with a 
rink in town.
HOCKEY, 
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Homes for sale
CLOSE TO CAMPUS $115,000. Salem 
Dr. 3BR/2BA. Spacious living and dining 
rooms. Fenced yard. (662)801-9688 
apartment for rent
AAA SELf STOrAgE
Climate and non-climate units 5x5 to 
10x20 closest to campus 662-513-0199 
www.myoxfordstorage.com
TAyLOr BEnd nEW townhomes start-
ing at $495.00 per person. Model Open 
662-801-7670 (662)801-7670 (662)801-
7670 (662)801-7670 
nEWLy rEnOvATEd! for single stu-
dent only. 1 bedroom with study. 2950 
S. Lamar. on O. U. T bus route $430 
month (662)934-2728 or (662)832-0117 
LArgE 2 BEdrOOM/2. 5 bath town-
house with W/ D included. No pets. Year 
lease. Quiet. $500 security deposit. Call 
(662)234-0000 
CAMBridgE STATiOn APArT-
MEnTS now leasing for fall. 2bd 2ba 
apartments. Washer/ Dryer in each unit. 
Swimming Pool, Hot Tub, Tanning. Pets 
Welcome. Call 662-234-1801 for more 
information. (662)234-1801 
House for rent
3 BEdrOOMS 1/2 Off 
1ST MOnTh!
3B Willow Oaks $950/ mo incl wtr/ gbg, 
Pet Friendly, Well Maintained, New 
paint/ trim/ carpet (843)338-1436
niCE 3Bd/3BA hOUSE fOr rEnT 
Very nice 3 Bed/3 Bath house with 
granite countertops, hardwood floors 
and tank-less water heater!! Located 
at Southpointe Townhomes $1,200 Per 
Month. Call Stan Hill at 662-202-6117 
(205)213-7508 
room for rent
3 BEd/2BATh SOUTh 18Th 1 room 
open for replacement roommate. $500/
month (919)793-4860 
nEEd rOOMMATE
1B/ B in 2B/ B House on Hwy 6 Pet 
friendly Fenced yard Non-smoking Fe-
male student Approx $450/ mo all incl. 
Call or Text 901-496-3560
Condo for rent
OxfOrd SqUArE TOWnhOMES 
now leasing for summer/ fall. 2BR/1.5BA 
like new condo with all appliances, W/ 
D, swimming pool. Walking distance to 
campus and new law school. $350 per 
bed space including water, sewer. 662-
816-3955 or 662-816-8800 
3B/3B COndOMiniUM in quiet cul-de-
sac off of College Hill/ Old Sardis Road. 
Unit #15 Davis Springs, 15 PR 1106. 
Private wooded townhome, large wood 
deck, near campus, University Golf 
Course, and Pat Lamar Park. 1100/ mo. 
with security deposit. No lawn mainte-
nance needed. Grad students or mature 
couple preferred. Serious inquires only. 
Call 662.234.4319. 
highPOinTE COndO-3Br/3B Rent 
$1200.00 per mo. Extremely convenient 
to campus on PR 3097 just off Highway 
6 west. Townhouse style on desirable 
back row. gated community with pool; 
unit already wired for security, internet; 
satellite or cable. Great west view from 
patio.
$1200.00 deposit, one year lease, Be-
ginning August 1 (July 15 is possible). 
No Pets. No Smoking. 
Call : 901-570-2221 
qUArTEr COndO 2BR, 2 1/2 Bath, 
covered parking, $500 sec deposit; 
$740/ month (901)753-5076 
3Bd/2BA fUrniShEd in TUrnBEr-
ry Available now. Pool, Tennis, Gym 
onsite. W/ D in unit. $1200/ mo includes 
cable. Call Brian (615)957-8149 
2Br-2BA COndO AT The Mark. 
$1,000/mo includes everything but 
electricity. Fully furnished living room & 
kitchen. w/d. (662)588-6201 
fOr rEnT: 3Br/3B 1602 W. Jackson 
Ave., 1050 monthly, 1 yr. lease with 
deposit, available Aug. 1st, appliances 
furnished, call 662-844-1042 after 5:00 
or leave message with name. 
Weekend rental
OxfOrd WEEkEndS Short-term rent-
als including event weekends. www.ox-
fordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692 
lost
LOST LAdiES ring on campus @
orientation 6/9 sentimental value :( 
(901)830-8348 
misCellaneous
PrEgnAnCy TEST CEnTEr Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasounds... 
Facts, Options, and Support... No insur-




BArTEnding $250/ Day Potential 
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155
sports
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The Ole Miss hockey team 
is looking to improve on their 
most successful season in pro-
gram history, as they prepare 
for the beginning of their 
fourth season in September.
The team won 22 games 
this past season, compared to 
a total of 13 victories in the 
two previous years combined. 
Those 22 wins helped put the 
Rebels in the American Col-
legiate Hockey Association 
South Regional, which takes 
the top 10 hockey teams in the 
South. 
Ole Miss will try to continue 
this success without the two 
founders of the team, Cody 
Johnson and Colin Knight, 
who finished their careers at 
Ole Miss this past season. 
“It’ll be a huge adjustment,” 
head coach Kristian Skou said. 
“Guys who are fairly young 
are going to have step up and 
take over, not just playing, but 
from a business side as well.”
Being a club sport, the team 
is run primarily by the play-
ers. They have a president and 
vice president that handle ev-
erything from renting ice time 
for games at the Mid South 
Ice House in Olive Branch to 
getting sponsorships or dona-
tions. 
Johnson, who has taken a job 
with the Columbus Blue Jack-
ets of the NHL, will remain as 
the general manager for the 
team to help with scheduling.
Skou said the team operates 
with a $90,000 budget, which 
comes from the fees each play-
er has to pay, as well as spon-
sorships and donations. 
Next season, 13 of the 14 
SEC schools will have a club 
hockey team. LSU suspended 
their program this past year, 
and Missouri, Texas A&M and 
Kentucky compete in Division 
II of the ACHA, while the re-
maining schools compete in 
Division III. 
The Rebels were handed an 
11-1 defeat by Loyola (MD) in 
their first ever regional appear-
ance this past season, but they 
are hoping to be more com-
petitive and return to regionals 
this season.
Ole Miss hockey prepares for fourth season
The Ole Miss hockey team will be entering their fourth this fall. The team is coming off their best performance in team history 






Former Ole Miss shortstop 
Zack Cozart spent five sea-
sons in the minors fine-tuning 
his craft and waiting for an 
opportunity after being draft-
ed in the second round of the 
2007 draft by the Cincinnati 
Reds.
That opportunity finally 
came in July of 2011, when 
Cincinnati called up the young 
Cozart and gave him a shot. 
But Cozart’s major league de-
but lasted only 11 games be-
fore a hyperextended elbow 
ended his season. 
Back fully healthy, Cozart 
was handed the Reds start-
ing shortstop job in 2012 and 
hasn’t looked back. 
Currently, he’s hitting .264 
with a .308 on-base percent-
age while slugging .432. 
Those aren’t huge numbers, 
but they’ll work just fine at 
the shortstop position. 
More importantly, Cozart is 
playing good defense, form-
ing one of the better middle 
infield combo’s with second 
baseman Brandon Phillips. 
Cozart is tied for third in de-
fensive runs saved among 
National League shortstops 
that have played at least 50 
innings in the field. 
His +4 number ties him with 
Clint Barmes and puts him 
behind leader Starlin Castro 
of the Chicago Cubs (10) and 
rookie Andrelton Simmons of 
the Atlanta Braves (8) so far 
BY TYLER BISCHOFF
tfbischo@olemiss.edu
See coZart, PAGE 7
TYLER BISCHOFF | The Daily Mississippian
The Ole Miss Hockey team is getting ready to begin its fourth season, and the club team hopes to best last year’s 22 wins.












Live Coaches  Show  
with Andy  Kennedy  at  7
THURSDAY -
live music all weekend
$10 LiqUoR piTCHeRS
please  drink  responsibly
MoNDAY - 35 CeNT wiNgS AND  
$2 piTCHeRS
TUeSDAY -
Open Mic Night - upstairs
Karaoke - downstairs
$3 JAgeR AND RUMpLe
weDNeSDAY - $3 wHiSKeY AND wiNe
HAppY HoUR - 2 foR 1 DoMeSTiCS  
AND weLLSeveRY DAY 3-6pM
25141
